
FACT SHEET 17 

EUTHANASIA DECISION TREE 

 

Use this decision tree when dealing with a pig that is sick, injured, in pain or suffering. 

 

Is the pig treatable 
and/or likely to 

recover?

Yes

Treat and/or 
monitor*

Is the pig 
responding to 

treatment in the 
expected 
timeline?

Yes

Continue 
treatment to 
full recovery

No

Euthanize 
immediately

No

Is the pig fit for 
immediate 

transport (and 
marketable)?**

Yes No

Euthanize 
immediately

** Refer to fact sheet F-19 Fitness for Transport 
Decision Tree. The pig must also have cleared all 
drug withdrawal periods. 

* Ensure the pig can get 
adequate feed and 
water; this might require 
segregation. Treatment 
typically occurs over 1 to 
3 days. 

 

Is the pig treatable 
and/or likely to 

recover? 

Yes No 

Treat and/or 
monitor* 

Is the pig fit for 
immediate transport 
(and marketable)?** 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Is the pig responding 
to treatment in the 
expected timeline? 

Continue 
treatment to full 

recovery 

Euthanize 
immediately 

Ship 
immediately** 

Euthanize 
immediately 

2018 


